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How Federal Aid for High Water Costs
Helps Struggling Families
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THE COST OF WATER IN CALIFORNIA

Nationally, water is the fastest growing household utility service. As a result, many
Americans in California are struggling to pay their water and wastewater bills.
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What is LIHWAP?

LIHWAP is the first-ever federal water assistance program to help meet unmet water needs
across the country by helping low-income households pay for their water and wastewater bills.

Who in California benefits?

LIHWAP benefits households with the lowest
incomes, and who pay a high proportion of income
for drinking water or are facing water disconnection.

This includes: I didn’t know which way to go

or what to do, [t]he water...
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happened...thank you so much
for your help.
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How has
LIHWAP impacted
households in

need in California?

Individuals Served:

20,879

Average LIHWAP benefit

$793.39

Highest LIHWAP benefit
amount

$2,000

Of LIHWAP’s funding® in
California...

92.7%

has prevented
disconnections, while

71.3%

has restored services

Partnerships established

155



